NewsBroadcastersAssociation

New Delhi: April 9, 2009 - The News Broadcasting Standards Disputes Realr@sithority
under the Chairmanship of Justice (Retd.) J.S. ¥ertook suo motucognizance of a
complaint made by Ms. Farhana Ali, a writer, leetuand policy analyst, residing in USA,
and issued Show Cause notice dated 18.12.08, i@ Thd

FORIMMEDIATE RELEASE

The complaint related to a broadcast made on Imdfian December, 08, wherein the said
channel had misused the interview given by Ms. &aahAli to Reuters by broadcasting it on
India TV and thereby misrepresenting that Ms. Faahali had given such interview to India
TV, which was factually incorrect, unethical andustified. Ms. Farhana Ali had given the
interview to Reuters in the English language. ®Betindia TV deceptively dubbed the voice
in Hindi, a language Ms. Farhana Ali did not knomdadid not speak. India TV also
downloaded Ms. Farhana Ali’s picture from the inggrand used it in the story giving the
false impression that she had given the intervewdia TV. India TV said in its story that
Ms. Farhana Ali was a spy for the United States é&mwient, which she never was. The
language used by India TV in the broadcast was damgaand placed Farhana Ali’s life in
jeopardy. In its broadcast India TV exaggerdtetistatement made by Ms. Farhana Ali to
portray her as pro-India and anti-Pakistan. Sstoe was born in Pakistan and had never
issued any such statement, such broadcast woulédgtarere relations with family and
friends in Pakistan. Ms. Farhana Ali worked as htipal analyst and India TV’'s broadcast
had falsified her position within the US Government

After carefully considering the response of Ind\ the Authority has held that India TV has
violated the News Broadcasters Association’s Ppiesi of Self-Regulation and Specific
Guidelines Covering Reportage, among other thiRgsacy, Impartiality and Objectivity.

The Authority found Independent News Service P¥tl..LChannel India TV, guilty of the
aforesaid provisions and has passed the followiregtions:

“() It records a strong “disapproval” of the actand omissions in relation to the
subject broadcast made on India TV in relation te. Rarhana Ali;

(1) 1t directs M/s Independent News Service Pvhimited Channel India TV
as under:

(@) To pay a fine of Rs. 1,00,000/- (Rupees Cae@nly) to the News
Broadcasters Association within 1 (one) month ofengt of this
Order;;

(b) The broadcaster shall also, within 7 (seveaydof receipt of this
Order, run on India TV on any one day an apologye¢ as a ticker
between 20:00 hrs. and 21:00 hrs., five times watlspace of 12
minutes each, containing the following text:

“India TV apologizes for the story run on Ms. FartaAli in
December, 2008 since the same was a misrepresamtafi
facts. Any harm caused to Ms. Farhana Ali is régak”
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(c) To supply to the NBA a Compact Disc containingafeadcast of such
apology / regret with particulars of the time anate of broadcast ;

(1 The Authority further directs:

(@) the NBA to issue a press release within oaekwn this behalf
and to release the same to the Press Trust of I(EiE) and the
United News of India (UNI) and to other nationalldzs.

(b) the NBA to host the summary of these procgsedim its website

and to include such summary in its next Annual Repal also inform
the members of the NBA.

(c) To send to Ms. Farhana Ali a cagyhis Order”.

Issued under Orders of the
News Broadcasting Standards Disputes RedressabAtyth

-sd/-
Annie Joseph
For and on behalf of
News Broadcasting Standards Disputes RedresshbAiyt
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